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I wish to make it cleur that .

statment ﬁlit may k. in *he actual words but words tunfamdunt to
this+s But members 33.£he Cormission @nd my lcurned fricnds bear
me Sut thet that statement faken out of 1ts context 1s misleading
"bedause you will reeall vividly that the Commissisncr before tho
* dnte of the distmtPanecs end during the dagwof the dizturbancces
) May 25th, 1964, told you in his own uncqulvoc.l terms fhat.bc WaS
@ sﬁ afraid that he not only confinéd Bdmsclf t> his Qomc und Come-
popn@ far'awgy north at Christwinburg but he had aectuzlly arranged
a qraft to rémcovc from tho.arca if the violonce in any way throaten-

ed him, In srort of his (awn~kn:iwledgz he knows nothing about iny

?\bappenings n Moy 285bh ¢ the day prccecding the 25%&. His inform-"

l

)

», ation was obtalpdd by t~lking perhaps to differcant pcople, until

I om making, members of the Commission - I have no truck with
%

the Press as regords these Head lines - but it must be stated in

obtaincd his informatisn from people dutside, days afber the
disturbances., I make this poink members 3f the commissiosn because
. this refers to sne of sur important terms »f referenmcc. This
staéemont docs ndt convey what frinspirced before you yesterday, I
do nst ask for the\cxolusian 3t the press. I &> pob say 1iE 1is

deliberatc, As this mattcr is >f considcerable public impontance
\ . . o o 2 .
I trust that the press will Beiwr thic in mind in all future wrgfer-
v b I

‘- - ""; o . o
cnecs .and publications about this Commiszion,



I thought that there was something
military in Mr., Sugrim Singh's address, ond he probably must have
stated, and I am sure he will be Fhe first #5 say.bhat he does

'not wish to threaten *ths press. We arc not Fo force an impression.

thinm&n: Mr, Sheperd I do wd% to intcrrupt you, but I feal
‘members of the Commission that Mr, Sugrim’ Singh has brought £> our

attention a hesadline in a certain-newspaper to our notice,

preparatiosn for the precsstabe hore - and we will like to hsve them
) .
~

~ here - at tho same timc _having rogard to this vepy important and
o G
somewhat very difficult Commission which we are having, we would
ask the prcss #7P€ more careful in reporting, because the man
in the strect reading the head line wsuld have the impression
created by the headline in the newspaper rsferrsd t> since it was
in bold typs. And since *his statement regarding *he Police and
Volunteer Forces was atbributed to 2 responsible officer 28 the
Assistant District Commissioner it 1s doubtful whether recading the

article would crente any d.ffercnt impres=1isn, I do> net want %>

enlarge very much on this point, but I fecl members of the Commission

; _
press. From the bogining I stated we como' hore - although we hoard
and read o°f this beforc wi th unbiased minds «nd to> gilve an impartiel

e |

finding with regard to the terms of rcfercnce z2nd we ask that members
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SRR e . ' 2 ) .
alrmdh cont‘d- of the public as well as the press and witnesscs L

a351st us in gotting the truth >f this matter rather than
'\
eta have big headllncs in tho papurs which can be misleading, Ag2in

-I"

I ask’ that roparters cxcrcise a llttla care 1in the reports they

A

'makqg I wish also t5 paint out that we have becen cntrusted with a

LA

4

i G QTS 2.
jiﬂduty ahd'we'inhend to investigate thase painfs which have been

45 d;mnot yan

tpto prolong this matter, but just to saj o
“Q“Qowp . Bariih il B Mo poich

( 'E‘g’ﬁ‘.t.w" 5™ % - At
.. Singh = Ll t$ assaciato =od it ] i
A P D AR samern D b 2l “ﬂ9“~ﬂif S

Wbmbcrs Df fhc Comm13313n I intended to convey and . my

”%;1qarned fnlends-uhﬂ would bear me out that the Assistant District

K ! ga-\ﬁ( b
e Cmmm1ssl3ner S«fﬁ'th&f he was at his compound and it is therefore 1
X ; 4 * , =, Y

hnp3831b10 for him fa express an opinion based on personal skser-

"J? Vat:L:)no That!s all ‘= he" was at his Compdound  Sn the dayof the in=
;nidgnts and rema}nedsthero and &id mot go sut,

"Mdl_still say I don't bear you dub’ because it is thc half

The Commissioner did say so, but he 2lso said that he spoke

dtb a-number of people and that was the common opinion that the Police

N

dld a-good job, and ‘I have my mote in which he said - "I felt that
circumstances fhe pplice aia goad job.
I sees. Now Mrs. Jagan whan the adjourmment was taken

yesferday afternson 'you said that around the 25th of May, this year

yau were Minister; of Home Affalrs and the mainswafonce 3f public

i,

safev; and puollc order and the Police came under your port folis.

Is that s2?

4
i)

Mrg. Tagans Yes.

Counsol: What about the Voluntcer Faroe.
T, - o NS R
Mrs, Fogan- No‘Voluntbors are under the apganisatdon >f the
N ey
Gour: omgnd of Brltlsh Guiana.
Covngel : Can you tell this Commission if you are in a position
',' to do g3,  whether the members >f the Volunteer Force stationed at

Wismar and -Mackenzie came from othern parts of Britisth Guiana or

~ were from the very arca.
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{ Mrs. Jagan: To my knowledge they were from the area,
. ] e
4 Counsel: Mrs. Jagan as Minister of Home Affairs at that time

lda1a you have any idea »o>f the composition oI the ﬁersannel of thoe

1 Police and Volunteer Forces at Wismar, in »sther words how many

{were East Indians and how mony werc Africons?

@}
f]Mrs. Jagan: N> I have no knowledge at all >f the racial composition

leither of the Police or Volunteecr Forcos
iCounsel: D6 you share the view Mrs. Jagen that this tragedy at

{Wismar arsund the 25th o>f May was a racial attack by Africans

; O\A
{end tho (East Indian populatiosn there?

: k TN
“Mrs. Jagan: Well it was s comon knowlsdge in that-slmost all

Eéthe persons attacked were Fast Indians. R

V%Dunsel: You would cexplain afterwards, in the.main do> you agree

%bat the attack was a racial osne?

Mrs. Jagan: Yes,

Counsel: Is 1t eorreect %5 say that/you came to thia conclusion,
after rcceiving complaints from variosus persons whd werc actually

dn the arca at the time?

irs. Jogen: Yese

bohnsel 2 D> you say . bhis from your own knowledge, you ncver
}int'dewﬁ there op were there on the 25th of May,

Irse Jagan: Noyd did’not go thorc,

Sounscl: "Mps, jagan I understand you said yesterday that therc was
| system in operatisn thet betwesen your Ministry and the Police
:he;é“waﬁ*ﬂ-systﬁm_in—gp@nitiQn_uhereby your Minisztry was kept
.%prised of outstanding happenings in.fhis country involving

ecurity and publie order, by means of lekter$§ or correspondcnce,

Irs, Jagan: No, I did not soy that in evidence, formerly
wt L :
. had guite—an-aoueb—af dally roports from *the Commiesioner of

olice, but very often they rclated to events which wsre alrcady
vl T
ublishsd in *the papers. I thought a morc rapid system w

a8 noécossary.
L

ounsgl: _You then instituted a system of gotting in contact with or®
[aes

nigtry=-by means of Telephone.
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”iﬂws."Jagan: - Yog,

A4Counsel: Much obliged Mrs. Jagan. L2 put it clearly the onus
;i : o
was on the Commissioner of Police to keep you apprised 2=n ‘these

“Joutstand ing occurences involving public safety and osrder by means

3of telephone.,

fﬂws. Jagan: Yes.,

fCounsel: N ow let us move on to the Wismer tragedy. In kceping
with this arrangement, did you rcccive any telephone message from

gtba Commissioncr 2f Police or on behalf of the Commissiosnsr of

é@olice pribr to May 25th >f tension growing st Wismar,

‘fﬂrs. Joegan: N 5 apart from normal writtcen records, I didn't get
' \

;%ny telephone calls,

-

i W o 3 s
Sheperd : Did you receive informat isonfrom the Commissioner that
B -~

a

r&cial‘tcnsion was rising, I can't remember,, you said that thero

}. JEWY PO 4 o=
iwasn't any tclephone calls, Therc are means af _ather communications

%Such as, minutes, files, letters etc. C

Counsel: DMembers of thc Commissiosn I-made my question clear, I
am sorry my friend did not listen, if he wiks, he would have heard

le clearly, I mentioned telephine because I made the foundation;

5y galstion dealbtiwith the periosd before the 25th of May, "ddd you
.M.

e

ecetye any telephone ceawersatisn from the Commissioner of Police @y
¢

r his representative . of any tension growing at Wismar, and the
L G '
nawer °f ths witness was no, but she got written reports of happun~A~)4

ngs. of thefweek before.

Fresd ¢ Now Mrs, Jagan you said carlicr that these reports were

U w

suslly late(can you recall when ysu roceived a written report

from the Commiss ianer’gzﬁcp:rtmpnt avout tension growing at Wismar.

rs. Jagan: I am no>t aware °f my spccific written reports »f these

tatemonts, the tension was rising but the written report would have

(8]

naly been a record of events, for cxample := &2 many houses burnt,
L4

> many people injured.

ounsel: - Oh, but with respsct *t> any tension growing you had no
o=

o

~iteen reports.

*s, Jagans No,
- =
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Counsel: You had no written report or did you have any tolephono

¢ conversation from the policc about tension growing at Wismar.,

Mrs., Jagan: As I was saying nonc osther than what—ever had taken

Counsel: Now let us move on to the date of the tragedy, Monday 25th
of May, did the Commissioner o5f Poliee - let us divide the day inton

3 sectiong, let us say, mornin midday and afternion, did the
’ Y g s ’
O~ AR pN

Commissioner of Police speak to you sn the morning of 25th of May,
[

Mrs, Jagan: Nbo,
Counsecl: Mrs, Jagan did the Commissioner of Police speak ts you

on midday on Monday the 25th of May,

H:%.qu, Jagan: N o,

-fﬁ‘ﬁounsel: Did the Commissioner of Policc in the afternoin speak
to you of his own Impression regarding the Wismar incident?

Mrs.e Jagan: No,

Counsel: Now let us go back, did you spcak to> the Commissioncr
°of Police on the morning, or midday 5f pfhe 25th May.
Mrs. Jagam: N> I didn't speak 9o hig.

Lounso.l WhomDid you speak to?
»Mrs. Jagan: I spoke tan Mr.- Puttock,.

Counsel: What is fig“position there?

Mrs, Jagan: I Belleve he is the Assistant Commissioner.

Counsel: Could you help this Cxmission, tcl} ns about what O!'clxck

you spokel(tojMr, Puttock?

Mrs, Jagan: Approximatcly 12,40

Counsel: Did you at the Ministry receive any information about the
happenings at Wismar, beforc you Spqu.ta Mr, Puttock?

Mrs. Jagan: Yes, I was In the Scnate that day.

Counsel: You were in the Senate when you got the iInforme. tion?

You were a3 membor eof tho!Senate abt’ yh#:time?
&

Mrs, Jagan: Yes,

Lounsel: Could you give us some idca about what time on that day

the 25th Mey, you recoivedthat informatisn in tho Senate?

Mrs, Jagan: It was around 10,00 2.m,
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'Coﬁnsel: As a conssquencse »of thqt information you spokes to Mr.
Puttock, you tried to get the Commissioner and nst getting him,
you said you spoke to Mr, Puttock at 12,40, Could you recall

what you told Mr. Puttock, ~ Now I wanbt to make it cleoar lMrs,
Jagan I want to ask you to av>id any conclusisn~&h-Wismar.9ust

simply on what subject you spoke to Mr, Puttocks &h&ub”

Witncss: Well Inkygsuy smmethlng;1&d:uhmum@~und@;si_néﬁng

after I hcard something of what took place 2t Wismar in the Senate
as I said I rececived 2 message that things wecre looking bad at
Wismar from one 2f the members vwh > had come from Wismar on Sunday
to attend éggz—meoting on Monday - I returned ko the Ministry after
the meeting and I atteépted o get further informafion of what

had taken place., I was unable at that time to receive any spscific

detalls that would assist me in ovaluating thgl serisusness =f tas

situatisn, On Monday however, I reoceived a telephons call’an inddrect
call from someosne whd received a call from-Wismar, and then I had
information as a result >f that call, This telephonec eell was the
first communication I had that things were moving swiftly. From

the minute I reccived’-that call I tried accordingly to get tho

Commissioner »f Police at may places. I called to have the answer

as regards conditions at Wismar, I tried to get in touch with various
Government Departments, but no one was available and it was lunch
hour. I gave a c&ell to the Forcc Control and asked who wad tho
Officer in eharge there, but I was unable to get snyone and finally

I was able to speak t> Mr, Puktock who was present thend

Coansal: T)id you tell Mr. Faftock thaf?_:ﬁﬁad' informatisn that. bhings

were getting out of hand at Wismar?

Mrs, Jagan: Yes I t31d him that,

"~ Counsel: He said anything in reply to you.

* Mrs, /Jagan: Yes he assured me that they wﬁ;zogufficient force there
to contain the situation, and he gave m¢ a break downe

Counsel: Did Mr. Puttock tsll you at that time whether the police
had sent information that things were worse at Wismar when he spoke

b5 yauy
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Mrs, Jagan: He said that Mr, Isaacs had been ssnt oukb %lapproximately

12,00 aso5n to view the situation and report to the Commissiosner,
but he said nothing else to> me on that subjcct.

Counsel: Did he say anything else of importancc on the subject to
ool Ly g

you that you-recai1Q&§l'u
Lty
Mrs, Jagan: No, except the medITRl report .

Counscl: Now let us move forward, after this conversation which

t ook place arsund 12,40 pem. ~ later in the day did you have any

other conversation with tre policec,

Mrs, Jagan: Mess—dsegsn I requested that on carly mccting be arranged.
Cstinsel: You r‘oquestudaw;Lth whon. 4\»% Y= an & i “‘-‘ﬁ

4§5gg.%_' ‘/;G;Ef+ho Commissioner »f Poslice?

Mrs, Jagan: I would have to check my rccords to be absdslutely certain,

Counsel: D> you have your records here? 2_!

Mrs, Jagans: No I da not have Ei glth me., I caﬁ}d not say whom—L
SO el MG tan f
mQDLi2_~d~W+EﬂT%P%%Kﬂﬁ#ﬁ“%f‘ﬁ%&ﬁﬁeeﬁ&%gw ‘ ;

.Counsel: Butin fact there was actually 'a mecting botwesen yourcelfl
IS J

FFw'—n

the Commissisner of Police, and wha®h, sther officur.

Mrs, Jagan: C»olonel King.

Counsel: About what Of'clock.

Mrs, Jagan: About 2 Pelme

Counsel® About 2 p.m that daysfow did you arrangs that mceting?

.

Now where did that.meeting takce place Mrs. J agan:
Mrs, Jagan: _In the Seﬂzththg*{ah;7‘

Counsel: Before we deal with the mecting, that mcoting was at your
rogquest?
Mrs. Jagan: Yes, However, I wish %o mmk” thiz point which I em not

W wes Qs \I-Q.f.,-l.., uaa_\,‘.‘/'

eertain, 1f I requested a nosting I_a_nn;¢ Skl s

Counsel: In other words in esscncc you mre saying that it might
have been a rcgular meeting of the Sccurity Jouncil] or it may have
heen requested by you.

Mrs, Jagan: Yeo.

Counsel: Now a2t this meeting did you rcefocr to the Wismar scecurrcnces

or did you rcfer to the tonsion and happenings at Wismar,
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Mrs Jogan: Yes, as we arrived, we Immediatel) discunsed tuat .
< ¥ 3
Counsel: Wismar was the first subject, rights

Mrs. Jagan: I suggcested that it wa

Lol |

2 very wwgont metter and asked

(&)

the Commissisncr o>f Police if it was ncecossary ——=—%t> send troops
fal

Counsel: Yes, and what wes the answer?

Mrsg Jagan: The Commissizner said at the time he nad thinges in hand
& b4

.

and he &ildn't want £o make any mavc\ until M. fg~~22s had reported
his findings to him.

Counscl: Was there anything s¢lsg discussed in rsliati@pw > Wismar

at that mceting between you and Cdloasl King b Yo - Coxusioner of

Police.

Mrs, Jagan: Oh yos, 2 number dSf things in pdla%is» Io Wismar,

Counscl: Can you tell us briefly?

Mrs, Jagan: Well as far as I romembéns ™I cxpresscd very fully

my anxiety over the st tuation, and ]fdidﬂ% 8o why we should
have to wait osn Mr. Isascs report, as I felb jRa ¢%2F$@Q—in~0hargc
of Wismar Polico Station ghdwld havs boen able o advice on the
situatison, I was assurédythat the armed police su duty at

Wismar and armed Valuntcers which had embodied 43;;;Swnﬁay Ranef
Monday £;§‘§ufficiant;'l haowever, sxprisscd my concern that the
Voluntecr- rarco Personnel taken from *thc aroa who were relatives

‘? Ba Rewral ‘_

TrEIRYES of NG ufS could nst bs properly sxpuctued to tale

9

firm actisn% against such pirsins, I felht bucaug. »f the close
human relationship between the Volunteors and kmeaabapn ~f ftho
dommunity 1t would prevent any firm actiosn by the voaluatscrs, -1
exproescd my fcars that the volunteers =2nd the Polico Farc¢7
could not cops with the situation and I stroncly uvegltd thoet
British Troops be scnt up immoediatclys
Counsecl: Now did any thing clse tfanspire& in the 2onierencs in
relation to Wismar Mrs. Jagan, as far as you ¢~ Hamdbddas

3 dagans No,,

L:S;‘.
|1
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s

Counscl: Now after this meeting or conference=this was about
2,00 peme ~ later in the day did you have caouss o speak o
the Commissioner »f Police?

Mrs: Jagan: I would like to say that as soon as osur con-

I rececived an indircet pnon: call, from 2

A

ferunce was cende
woman wh> told me that somc rolative of hers had ftelephoned
from Wismar saying that shc must ftelophone me dmmediatcly
that the =situation at Wismar 13 absoslutcly despoerate. I
then tclephoned the Commissionesr of Poliess who had shortly
returnsd ti3 the officc,end I told him as far as I was aware
tgc situation was tataigout of hand, and T bescehed, him to
send British Troops Immedialdy to the amea ]Q*)Huxavapliad
t> me that his inf;rmafion was the same as ming and that he

was now making arraangemeénts to dsspatcech treors.

gounssl: Mrs, Jegan trat was preocigely whai $vmes

¥rs., Jagan; Arsund 3 p.m,

Councel: Arc you awars thebtBedfish Troopn Wekw [1owna to
the arca,

Mrs, Jagen Yus,

S And do yau Maw the strength »f tuae tzasps.

Mrs. Jagan, I am dst Curtain about that. ook H ’4WYDTQ alcdnt

Ty

lea@®R ™ or s Jm rbasanﬂ PPN Y AU BT Al e Lo S i 10 i 4
RNwr thirty for Wismar,

— Now aftur bhe dezpstel »f the 5rih'81«1 T¢omasz ta the

J—

area did you have any convarsahisy after that with
%*he (ommissioncr »f Police 2n th: mettur,

Mrs, Jagan, Yes

g FHEDE) <4
Counsel When was thot?
Mrs, Jegan, I wdiuldn't bs abl: to say dicretly, vat I had
2y, :
) e -
telephons convursation with OFficer in charge ot

Wismar in ecoanuctoion with the daspoten ofF *ao

refugces and ho asied me ©O 0‘0 Mapad (25KS
involving, scnding the persons ¥o Gvgwtown
and make errsngements far their sccimodacil.n el

gl) 5f thaf.
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Counscl.

Mrs, Jagan.,

Counsel,

Mrs,¢ Jagan

Counsecl,

Mrs., Jagan,

Counscl,
Mre, Jagan

Counsel g

Mrs, Jagan,

Counscl,

Mrs, Jageng

Counscl,

Mrs, Jagan.

Gounsel,

e e AR

e "’u‘&ﬂ':«\r# [
Ll i

D3 I understand you ta foenl Mes, Jagan thsf th . Officor
in“eharge of Mackenzie Prliew Farés in hormal ¢unsdc
have communicatcd to Policc Headgmartuers when the fon-
sion hegan > rise,
Oh yes, I had thorough discussions, unsatisfocrory
discussions, with *the Commissioner osn that painab. I
po>inted out f£o him that he should have Kniwn oxactly
from moment to> moment what was happe ing from the
¢+ 7 Volunteers aad Policuvmen who wer: on the spot,
D> you sherc the view Mrs. Jagan tiat if the sccurity

forcts had complied with your reqagucest by soudlng
British Troops, when you made a complaint, ¢o you share
the view thet the situatiosn might have bucue contawncd?

0

I would say by that timc, comploetoly

sout. >f hands,

the situation was

My question Mr s. Jagan do> you belicvs if Britlsh Troops

i}
reianforced a

w th the security forco WEre T Wismar whon
toension started it might have averted iz trgmedy.
Yes
Do I understanc Jagen TE»INIn not

you to say lirs.
istry ‘n{vwred

should

keeping "you at the Mini macerdnncu wiha the
rules we have rcferredd to before Mg FPolicu nind the
Scourity Forces had not done whnhSNivy should have donc
in keeping you informad.

Noy Fhey did not kecvo me prop€My Informed.

Mrs, Jagan migh* i* have @a%% that ok th. roelevan® *ims
2 5tn of May and *ho dgfy p¥Rc-aidlag ,#he Pollic. wars
heavily occupied in A%hS prrits of thc n31nfryn I am not
awar of any du*stanaiar happpeangs, bub B R

s poeradic crrup*tisns, Might i+ havs bogn 1h the Policc
were scoupled w1g8 Wheire, or thu bakNﬁSSLJQ,P was busy.
N>, I wouldn*@®@\s¥y s8>, 2> mattur what clrcumstarceis
cxisted they should have orroyzed > @nteind with the
situation.
Would ¥ say that tho Wismeor and MHacic.nzic Palice and
the Y\LPatcoer Forevs stationud at kismor 4ica wirc
adedulWN'c in pelation to the gopulntoan 2f cightoun
thusaand thcre,

g~

D> ysu sharce the viow Mrs. Jagen Ehat fhe areg is
within rcasonabl. distencc from the city of Guorget wn
and thorefore within cosy o ccen o@-Fbllc reLnforco-
ments that tragoedy shoauld not avve osccurreda

I belicve Fheh it esuld have been proveated by

adegunte eantrol ot the situstion.

Now agetn I will ask you Mrs. Jagnn you z2ald this

beforc but I wish *2 make my',a ‘s+ion WEEY G IORE

Let us say if it was an os*dte on the Last Coast with

& populatisn of eightee; thousa-d glr and having two
Poliee shahioas, wifhiqﬁﬂsigr‘v&aeL £ *-apgutown doy you

think that the si
kY

taatton would heve béaca contrallud,

Ycs

d> I undur-
not in the

Without referrirg 3 spuelfle odceasishs
stand you Mrs, Jagan thot *h. situciion was

past firmly handl:d by the rolice,

LN S ey
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Mrs, Jagan .

Mrs. Jagan

Counsele.
Mrs. Jagan

Counsel

Mrs, Jagan.

Mrs, Jagan

Mrs. Jsgan,

G Counscl,

Counsel,

Mrs, Jagan

Counsel :

Mps. Jagan,

]

Counssl,

Mr. Shophoerd.,

12.

Yes, I expresscd that in my rcgignation,

Are you ewarc that membegs >f the Polic. Force
ars trained and lectured to wacn they should use
firearms, -

Yes

And the clemecntary principals of how t5 handle a
situation of impcnding riot,

Jess L assumgd’sa

And it is within your e¢xpericnced eas Ministor Of
Home Affairs at +he time thet in certain situationy
in the caun+ry the pollice heve actually fircd shots
in the air,

Yos you arse speaklng of the prosent 34*“*¢{V“'

In simple cases »f looting there is a specific
case in whick the looter was actually shot at when
discbeying +he Pilice,

Y‘.’JS. v

Wahet I am trylng 5 get at Mrs. Jagpn.rl Proposs
to ask the Commissioner of rolicu wha I thhlnk is
more familiar with the tralning “dn\ this rcsp.cto.
s your answer to a hypothical question, if there
is murder, looting, beating arson anc rmping in
the pruscance >f the Police afd Woluntcer force arc
they justificd in shootings

I should like to ask fA{yCh“er n to oxplain somc-
fh1ngchhun I sald that\fthe situentisn was nd>* dealt
with from the beglning Ln the proper m?nﬂLP—I‘Src

—

fhvﬂﬁﬁrﬁvﬁf%hﬁafv—étFF R o lanan  Elogx 'wes —A
V“-.&uz.-.-—,
I agree | ~+»w.t N e

Idon't agree

= , 5 /
Mzmbers 5 *he Commission I apprecinste my fric ds
interventiaand actually T asked on occasions in fhe
pes* but *there is no ham in the witnoess sxplain--
ingan’ enswer given beforéiwhat she had in mind
~actunllyg when sho made thAat answer with resp.ct 6o
o ocurrenteat Wismer,

When T was speaking in terms of Policemen ndt ac-
ting firmly you spdks in rslation F fire arms,

I sce, you say tnere is 2 circuler from the Commissioner
of Police on this quustion sctfing »uk the grdsers

and under whet situation thess constables and

Policemcn should use filrecarms @shasles bt pesseh

I belicve in 1863, . == «

Now Mrs. Jagen are you aware that around that time

the 25th May the rolice had in their possessiosn tesr

gas or tear smako as a device ® quclling crowds and
disturbanccs and thet tcar gas®was us d in varlous parts
of fhe caunfrj when sver theo sccasiosn 2rase to quell
disturbanccs, »r quell riotious groupse fn ths first
instence Mrs., Jagen do> you know whother a y tear

smokc was uscd by tnc Police statiosned at Wisamer

or Chris*ﬂinburg on the crowds > peopl: whd went ok~ Aty
2 burning and lodting.

I dou't knaw aavthine ahont that.
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But is it wifhia your informetiosn fphat Police at Wismar
had thelr complems~t of tear gas in stock,

Mrs, Jagene.l wouldn!t know

Counscl . Very well Mrs, Jagaa, do you konow Mes g=2n IF the
Police e T wmid ¢ Voluntecr ForceVduring those
disturbences fired any shobs 'in the air or btowards

anybody. A\
Mrs. Jagan.On this question I had s¥rrect rogorte of oye witnes

and the Ufficor in Cherge of tne Volunteer Force, I
don't know which is the truth.

[O33]

@
L

K}

)

(=]
=)

97}
[¢

Counsel, Did you get any informatiosn Mrs Jagan from wit
whd were actually present, rcliable witnessus of
wocmun hoing raped at the river si dc,

2]

Mrs. Jagan.Well we werc discussing this mattor yusterda
Counscl. You gob that report,
Mrs. Jagan,Yes

Now my question to you was did you got anyg information
of women béing rapcd by ths rivearside, s d> I
uncerstand your answsr +2 3ay “het you gof Ilnformation
from peopls whao actuslly assisted nnd mcusdd}hhuso
women.

Mrs. Jagan I say *hat onz yoe witness who sawswhat to3k nlﬂc; on
theopyosite side of +the river,(#swell as a witn-ss
whd coame *o> me, he was & mon/@ wohn Indiar 2-d sawd to

mé that he hed rescusd oae 78 WMo women and he hates
to tsll me, but he now regrefs having done 1t, becsusc
since he ottompted to pea€ul the woman he was chased
sut of Wismar, On thgfeein* i+ iz an d>rdinery
accurrencs for ssople ™ los« thelr hsusshold
po>ssessionland in aQmMd cascs their cntire property
for resculNing victims of the disturbeaccs.

Can I help yous,Nd) that the menager of the Singur
Scwing Machlneiﬂn~f~7

o

Counsel As 2 foWTlE: of nis intzrvention to rescue he suffure
the N feate of heving o lesive the arul,

Mrs. JagansIfN\will not bo falr t5 soy anything which might
sgem as & rmeens S iacntificatizn through 2f course
I ed>uld mention the name to fhe Commission,

Were you informzd that 2 momb r of ki, craw >f the
Sangucnay ship *hat gtoosd rlong side tae Wismar side
getel iy ffG o PLIFg a ghohs

I was *+0ld thet a keD. r<;A~+qu Sangusty ship."zovd

\#QJ;~QA_ oo e—
Counssl, Wore you informsd Mrs, Jagen that actually a maw 2n¢ his
wife and hls sistor as 2 result aof thes viosleat stbtack
had jumped into *he riv.r °w1mmwng towards *he Mackenzie
side and thi man 2+d his wilfe wesersscusd by & passiag boat
end the attack-rs swam out and pulled tho 315+Vr .nd
apcd hsr on the bossch.

5
n
oy
i)
0Q
)
)
4

Mrs, Jegan. No

Counscl, Krc you aware Mrs. Jagen of & stike 8 tempoirory
strike whicu followsd at Mackenzls against one rus-
ponsible officlal who refurrcd to +ta. atteckors ag

hodligans .

Bl S PERTEPR IS —lrx i



Mrs. Jagan

= Counscl,

Mrs, Jagan,

Mrs. Jagan.

Gounscle

Mrs, Jegan,

Counsel,

Mrs. Jegan,

Counsel,
Mrs, Jagan

Counsel,

14,
Yss, s> I was tolda of +hiB.

Let us move on %5 ansther subjict and be oeclfjc L

am tryiag to goh et fhe ceuse Of tho dlsturbenoc.s,.

Lot us 132k #% thoe ceuse undor two habds fhx roemote
cause and the immediste camscs D> you sharc fHe view
Mrs. Jagen that tht happuningg in othur parts of fhe
country from the beginning of thes y ar resulting in
killing both Indlons.And Afric ans did raisa hatrod
t> the highest pccd around *the *ime of the sfrike,
Mrs. Jegen will you share the view *hau s> dosp was
this racs hetred 2~d in suca magnituy tThat Indians
an¢ Africiang ia large numb:rs movcdouf from certain
aréas with all thelir belogings and squattsd in othur
arcas where they felt +hpy weres safer,

We have seor this,

D> you agree with me *that fﬂ;ﬂ JGserying this phopominad:
the pPLnClpal >f moving we¥re fncﬁfzgre more AfricNens
and lsss Indians the Indians moved out, and whcrs toey
wers more lndians and less Afric\sns tho Afriedans

moved out,

In the arces where it *>50k place. Th we & P“xxaﬁﬂ

G 6o you share the view that it wsg al¥ a8 a rosulh
panic but actually burning ﬁﬂﬂ’BL?an‘ of their
rospechive groups in those erceas cr'qu+aum to rcmove

From my swon experience thore weark Bome areas whore
some people werce hearing and g% S\OLP”fyﬁw panig
justpéwhat they heard srd-Bctully
having taken place,

Fal

You know o°f some cases @WWh¢Pe thoey removed bscause of
panic,

Yes

Now do you agrgyf Phe* the incidaenat of Friday 22nd

of May whe~ TN\ opls were killed of Buxton Nr. & Mrs
Sealey in adyweay dirschly or iIadireccehly influe ced
the Wismar “tragody,

From *MeNrime I received tnat iaformetlon 1t appeers
that \fhosc sveats had soms bearing gkt what took placce
at wismar,

Mrs. Jagan would you agrve wi th me thst by and large
Phere is , put it 1in lugal terms, there is & presumgion
which is rcbutdds€, that al most 2ll kgst Indians in *his
Gountry arc members of the P.P.P. Porhaps I put it too,
high, lv% re make myaulf clemr, D> you agree wi
Indiens gurnerally Smembers >f the P.P.P. with 2 fow
gcxceptions.,.

CQ

Thet is koo impross ion —merw,
N,

In the same way Mrs, Jegan, do
CaS el 7
by large ellAiricyens 1a thi is’
exceptlions =2gain arc lodked upd

gL B

you ogres with me that
alntr with & few
n.aberg >f the

C
6

e53
That!s an imprwessgon nd* & reality o
In s*her words whotevear the crusedare the situation
taday is tha* thsre is gherp divisidn on the basis of
race aming the twd maia poliktical partiecs the P.P.P.
and the P JNeCy Do you agree with *hat Mrs. Jagan,

Thatls t+tpe impressisa, wverydogy sesms to have,
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Counsel, . Are you aware of aﬂvyp51i+i651 party holding any mect-—
' ings immediately prcc°ed1ng ordh the day of this
tragedy. :

Mrs. Jagan I haven't had any reporfs >f any mectings

Councel, Arg you awarc Mrs, Jagen >f any group >r groups having
gone t> the area inCLfing any swction >f the popula-
tion there to violence.

Mrs. Jagan I got this information:-

Councel. Lgain you got this infamm 2t iosn, you don't know it of
your own {nowlbdg

Mrs. Jagan N>

-

Counsecl, Now can you tcll us of thu groups lnciting,

Mrs. Jagan I am awar:z of the reprsssntative »f that area golng
(2] by g (7
to the dis+rict, v informetioson is *hat hs spoke to

t pcrsans in Froups. LN T
_SLtF Ig 4&{£d£i-_41 qguh** e

Chairman, It is vcry much in line with terms >f rafereace o
ascurtain the causgs 2f the disturbances,

Mrs. Jegen What I wish +> say 1s *that as Miaistgr pf Home Affairs
I had three rcepor*s of movemewnhts o°f *the same porsons
last year which lzd up *> disturb®ntgs in thc arca.

Counsel, I am talking about the 25th May d¢ & week dr 85 bee-
fore do you have any informatlsn that this rcpresen-
tative did anything to croate a situation,

o b

Mrs., Jagan No, what I just said, wg9 in relation t> prior to

this disturbancec, “F

Counsel,. I did esk you to pefrain from previous happinings,
A@t us congine -ursélves *2 *he presnont, You saild
you have idfsrmation the’ immediatcly before the 25th
>f May that thils repressatative did whet,

Mrs., Jagan He talked t3 persanSin groups in a manner which would
cause hatred,

Counscl. Jet usi\Yeove it these, now did you have any informestion
: Mrs .. Jdagan tljat ar 3u+3100 group or aufsrcurs wh> don't
balan f; Mackenzlie have gone up there and mede thelr
conbkribution in Lnciting the Lndegepuz population
thedre +to> violenze,
Rao~

Mrs. Jagan ch I raised this me*tsr of having quohifizd that
anga- Mﬂ°y hAad 1in fact gone 2~d wns found in the arca,
ard had*™®cen arres ted,

Counsel, Now Mrs. Jagan d> you egrec with tais stateme "t in the

press made by the Chairma- >f the Lacal Authority ot Wus-
Mar, published on *hs 29tk May 1964, four days aftor-
wards. This is what he says ®the ChnLrnﬁn meaning

Mr. PFestus Adams, the Cheirnian sald that he had

witaessed soms Of the incidents which sccurcd during
the three days of trouble and had coms 5 the coanelusiosn
that svery thing was donc by strongcrs, Juste in his
own words, ™ I saw somc of the fullows mgsclf osn Monday

and I ha Jb never se¢gn thsa bedfre in my Wifo' D> you
agrec w1f1w031 statement from ths Chsirma
. B
Mrs. Jagan I W$94t be ﬂblc 5 sgy_on this point,
Counsels = Let us move ocn to the Immedliate cause >f the outbreak
‘ of violencg, did you hsar Mrs., Jagan that +the rumdur went

around on the morning of tr¢é 25th that an Indian man
na;sz\ln.ad an. Af‘r!‘




¥ra, Japen

Goumsely

i,‘

Mrs. Jagan

Chairmans,

Counsel,

W
-

Mr, Shephsrs.Mrs., Jagan wers y

Mrs, Jagan..

Mr, Shcepherd

Mrs, J

jxe]

gan

Tn Bpihe of
wished.

Jagan

Mrs,

Mr. Shepherd

Mrs. “Jagan

Shepherd,

16,
N> I did not hegr about that.§

Were you t2ld >f any actual happerings in the Wistmdct
Wismar District at the relevant date the 25th May, or
immedistely prececsding which *ouchzsd »ff this outbreak.
Have you heard »f any immediate happurin%;vwﬂ
No, I may say *that my opinion finally was,I don't bul-
leve any*thing was said on that Monday, +o fouch off
the disturbances .
In view »of the fact that oplnions arc no>t wantca I
propose 1o stop the lins of sxamiaation at this sthage,

y@ppreciate your interveation 3ir, ws heve witne

33068
whd would *te¢stify as *+o2 *the causcs and ln viww of
th4§ fact I propos@ t> stop at this stage, and ask
the Commissioners lsav., to call Mrs. Jagan agsin

U oneé E%me & student >f ceonouics,
doou hdwever aro q%*??ﬁ&Agﬁ}°panciplus
; Le € caovwnph
. I l\w% ity @Reed A
You howuver undegrstand cconomico. In meing your
home_.and as a housewifc you wWill he e %O Jknow Fhe
elementary principles of sconomics.! Ba—yoy aprees wifh
W v Ml Cee wetd - o d ~ov< e Emn. e
‘ A et we t 7.
Practlically yes. *
Bri*ish Guiana hefs besn for Mpany y-Aars & very poor
country ccoaomically.
these efforts Britisp~Guians have ndt boon able
to> have a Police forcs as large “agor pow.rful i* would have
L]
Did yom reouive a minute osn the 23rd. May Mrs. Jagan?
Yes
- The¢Pc™are instructioses yow sse. I con't say whet I
reai¥ly don't know,
Chairman Was it sca® by hand >r post,
You se& & Minister OF Homs ALFair. G4 TeEa e ot iR
Mrs, Jagan.
Mr. Sheph.rd Now Mers, Jagan won't ;Ju apries that i+ was an
extra srdinary shraws act.on on *ths 285rd. 2+d 24gh
Mrs. Jagan I had nd powers *o tek: sctiong of whot I 4o nat kknow,
I know st 2 2>'elqek I asked *n<* *he Bri*.sh TIrd>ipe bs §
sent at Wismars,
Mrs. Jagan
Mr, Sheph rd

Mrs., Jagan

i

Was tha*t tw> days 1ldtur?

If T may sey, ¥es, You must rueme mhaw thst the
Commiss:ionsr of Poalice seid the* 1t was necossary
at the tims when I suggssted at the begianing of
the disturbancss.



Counsecl

Mrs., Jagan

Mr, shopherd

Counsel,

Mr, Shcpherd,

Cyunsel

Shephord,.

'i\/f L

i, Shepherd

Mrs. Jagan

(=

Mp, Shephord

Mrs. Jagan

Mr, Shophur,

Counsel,

pisleloey sbap taed Lo subsids ms th. EFAEn Trwops
arrivod.

Can you give ms any informatisa 2n fhs Sun Thapman
disastcr :

Members of the Commission ¢ accirdlag 3 my récirds
Mrs. Jagan gave CVLdurcc hobard yihd, wh#t sac
resigned on *h@ 18 dun(fhl Yecuraact Lo =he Sin
Chapman incident +todk o{\c @ sn ke Jth Jwly, I

would suggcest *hot fthe opinisn veaturid or “he Sun
Chapman lnCdentﬁg 2 c3tpZOm 2 1\. WoF =e—kecg—pooni g
as being made in the capacity Ministor Nf dan
Affairs,

tizen 1s taking orders you have thoe 2ighht T3
taks orders, Would you *«ll us what vou know 25 *“ao
i ter Hf *he Sun Chapman,

I jnow wha* was reported in *ha nuwspopur and vnat
i1t was & *erribls sxplosioa resulting Lo *he b
T <3
of persons bsipgdesti*ute g " o i

(RS S s T
were lnsta-~css whichh *ook plees at Hacke 2 fand
Wismar,

What waa the gahionelity oi
prigecipally daseged, anc
incidecnt. Now can you telli *the
have thce informetion of Farcos
Can you give the information of
Sun Chapmnn,

Members >f the CommissiopealWN1li 3hjuct v ~ny 3uch
question, bicause an answly from the wireos Eag bocdn
placed beforrs this Cogddsion by counscl zf thi Com-

mission, the anhswep Wiyl b anilm_n&ftng.

The answor will boeNineriminniing may b I doa't soe
B e

why my fricnd sfdwuld worry aboah boea jocr

r.ro

In a sensd this/ metter i3
ir 1iveg, N\ for *“h aﬁL. f 'fr1”~ﬁ' pu

-+

ing horsclf,

Now JMP8,* Jage~ “his 25 o Hirely -uw mothor. &
MigW™r I bi:tver ask you «3 +> khe b s% »f your In
feydrisn of the Pollee, wipre & lrrge wwo®or > s h

NGida1s suffeed by the Prlice,
At *he Police Compou d.

I £hink yak will agraesz, don't you wikth tha 2o aerlaa
they gave wes in .very way aden o L : !

the circumsbacces to *ad lsrgs numb.r »f wsat Indians
whd ncrc ian the Compound

3

I am ol ghbe, becllse they Woeri POMIve0 3asptly.

And you will sgrec thst the refuge.s woen® willing *2 th
Pylice #tatiin Campouad FIr prateghlct

Iwon't be able ha eomment on this.

1 1}

d3 not hald ey belsf Tor apy 30 "o Farrinlcfl prriiie

but' I o fiald Briofl Tar tde Syesrity Feonass.

Hembep 3f +He Commission I d4znaft wisgh oy ~pie
my frivad I apolomise, &md I hops L Q8n'F 4%
train of mind in *he prococdings bot Wooat

]
it clear that altar DOJ\C*IDQMI “B el to
resignatisa speech 5F Mrs. Jegan psebien e ly fho

(3

e e e e AP AR Y e

say thatAJ)y 9on:8 bhliw 1% up 3k Wwill e ineriminnte
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‘paragrephs in which she catcgorically ant ) =
tates that peopls were murcored;, and *fasrv ER SN

any reason and cte,, we hopz we shall poli R%

making thoss stataments until the actusl peon . aho

witnesgaed And experigresd thoss happrniags eid call3d

later Krzm t3 confirm repsrts

about whai n»

they witnesssd and Mrs. Jagea would bu ruc:

Mr, Shepherd.

regiganation spéseh %5 which I tod
wh at I pefsrred *5 18 h:r 5pinio

N
I\

c
t

krs, Jdagan O

Felephone repirts 28 the disagtuprs

Gu~tlemen I Haveat't poforrod =9+

ow Mrs. Jdaga-~ D.d you ru celve 8

ag! ‘
L 15

alamitise, car yau explain what you mean®
RlLOgNYes PepIFhG.

he I recoived & helepnons from Wismar.

Mp, oShepherdOh, from soimeons whd wasn!t officially cha g b W7

3

Mrs, Jaran N>, the first eall was from a Ministur

s

a

W

Mr, Shephsrd.
Jagan

Mr, Shepherd

Mr. Shephsrd,

Mr, Shephsrd,

Mrs. Jagan

Mr, Crr tep

Mr, Carter

»  Mrs. Jegan

Crunsesl

nform yoU.

ceond from a relativ of & pursSosn wao

ttacked, I did not ruceive any direcct 4 3
ismar,

It Wadn't an >fficial call

No

How in the light of you wors wrRinm i

influeneed by these indircch gWIIS from . '

you heve probably unreslisblefgmiress 20 ioiz

Well the first call was o a vory reilalb. & AreH
imn ths community., F or dhay purson prat . ™ za 7 would

not t€all a namc.

(]
8

o)

L%

Mrs. Jagan pe=>ple.wh® &ivs 1aformet.
want £ hake it oMk, Mrs. Jegsa I em auw o

3

to tell the Commiz=ion in confiduacs 1
certoin thatrthe Commiss.idn 3n hoor ol

would agresssifh me complotoly.

-

Na doybt P would be wrelftta' Sowan 2 po
and HBendced up by you, bubt as MiEnistcr iLirs. J2zRn
light »f din't you agrés that LF woynld hov.e Dein
bz EOI to wailt for thu confirmad reporis Loom bhe
FYINCe fother than be guidwd byladiwiien"s eoplls
wanuldtnt it havo bsen wiswr t5 wait?

Just a minutc

Mrs Jagan you said you wure Rold et Hoo oAl ke
Mackosnz ic which r;”ul vd form the Demba wx.plsyec)
»eferring o persons as holigansS.a, Ceelt ofe-

Well I would'nt say what the word wes, I yeqlly eant ¥
on/ % : ;
Do you know what dey this happined

N

d}\/‘ =
Do you know what suctinn o0 *he pooundeivoun WES own
strike?®

I was t>2ld *ha* i* was @wa Dl thoe woirksin

ﬂaw Mrs. Jagan just ons mestion of *'c,exqw..m%oa.u
ay I pzrhaps jog your m=mdry, bocousd hthis Lrs boon

=)

sur iastructisa dey wall kAown fachk in *he o-ca toox

b

a responsible employse o>f the Dem.rare Seux’ic Co,, wwd
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who has réferred to the behaviocur of the ~ttackers at Wisnar %-Q\Mu‘-
ﬁd:i—r—mfl‘l;ls, one of the woris I believe, which touched ¢:f
Derba irtiediately after the Wismar disturbances.,
WITNESS: I am not aware of thate
COUNSEL? l‘.'ow, Mrd8 Je;an, we will call you avjaln at a later si= 30.

CHAIRMAN: Gentlerien for the benefit of the press, we have asreed ¥V .&M L4

wa-: ow LV“)
evidence of the Sun Cha nan . disasters &" d"’?""HLJ) of Thr CeA v«.cu v
- R o Al
COUNSEL: Corr:issioners I appreciate the reninder fron the CemmkGiv—m—2 o~ LL—» \r‘~l

important point, and I shall refrain from now on to nake any refewvo—d 1\114.
Chapman inc-ident§.

) N P P . bk et N
MR CARTER: You can make./\—'#—“’i‘ W“ﬂ% &1‘2‘“’“" "(vo}

= COUNSEL ¢ Much obli-:ced.

; o) oy
Your nqre ls Bleon. y

A EYR

i: COUNSLEL: You now live where?
WITNESS: Bush Lot West Coast Berbice.
COUNSEL: You have a wife and childrem?
WITNESS: A wife end six children.
COUNSEL: You used to live at Wismar up to the 25th May this y
WITNESS: Yes sir.
COUNSEL: And you were enployed as an operator nt the Demera= Basin' CC Q‘J""’}O‘“"?
WITNESS: Yes sir,
COUNSEL; And slong with that employment you had = seneral store MR Wvsmva— b you,
wife and two other enployees.
WITNESS: Yes sir,
COUNSEL: Anc this ~eneral store was situated where?
WITNESS: Lot 18 Silvettown,
COUN.:EL: That would be on the sguthern side of the narkct es=—-""
WITNESS: Yes sir,
COUNSEL: Now these business premises of yours were housed in tus [ e—are ‘(2"1(‘ O
two flat concrete buildinge «
WITNESS: Yes sir. g ™

e (

COUNZEL : And you and you}wl%gédnd children resided in the ’LW( QMWL’

HITNESS; Yes sire

L. - - g
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COUNSEL: And this properiy was destroyed by fire?

COUNSEL: Was-it on the 25th of May?

WITNESS: Yes.,

COUNSEL; Your property was destroyed by fire and you lost all your stock, furniture
and everythiné.

WITNESSs Yes;

COUNSEL: /And you were evacuated to Georgsetown cn the nornin- or widday of Tuesday

the 26th of May,.

WITNESS : Yes sir,

COUNSEL_: What tine?

YITNESS: On the first trip(ﬁn the Barine was the T%Fsday sorndneg.

COCNSEL;  There wé;e two boats the Barima snd the R.H.Carr later on. 3Bricfly Mr
Bisson what do you estinaté);ié value of your loss, includimﬂ the buillin; and the
stock?

KITNESSI: Around forty thousand dollars.

COUNSEL: 7You have lived at Wismar for how itany years?

WITNESS ¢ 17 years,

COUNSEL: And you have developed your fortune te that extent.,

WITNESSe: Yes gir,

CQUNSE@: Wow when.¥ou were evacuated did you ‘et anyﬁhin5< to brin.- away fron
wismar:%
WITNESS; Necthings at all,

COUNSEL:  Was your prenises insured?

WITNESS: I had only four thousand dollars on prenises and ei ht thousand dollars

on stocks,

COUNSEL_: Was that ordinary fire insurance or ineurance for civi$ cormotion cr tiot?

WITNESS : Ordinary fire insurance.,

CONSEL ¢ D4d you et any money fron the insurance covpany?

WITNESS; No sir,

COUNSEL;  On your insurance, is that because you are not insurcd for riot?
WITNESS: Yes sir,

COUNSEL; And you are now seeking shelter where?

WITNESS: In Bush Lot, West Cbast Berbice,

e
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COUNSELs Doing; what for a livina?
WITNESS: I an not working with anybody I er just doins a liftle peddling.
COUNSEL = And T take Mr Bissoon that in connection with your business you hove

o wha
incurred a considerat‘w'anount of debt in Georsetown stores suppl&dd; with your 'oods.
WITNE3S; Yes sir plenty.
COUNSEL:  Rowrhly how ruch.
WITNESS: Around nine thcusand dollars,
COUNSEL: Can you renember vour creditors?
WITNESS 3 Willian Fozarty, A, Majeed and Sons, S.M. Singh end sons, Beepat, Jai:sohin,
and scns,
COUNSEL: Aizons these (@#dfferent suppliers of stocks, you have e total of around 9
thousand dollars, in dgbt; gg Mr Bissoon, you are penn@iless with 9 thousanc dollars
owin~, Right?
Wl NESS; Yes,
COUNSEL: And the land of which these business prenises wore, have you zny Ttransport c.,
your lesal title @ the land.
WITNESS: WNo, Governnent leaseJland.
COUNSEL: For which you pay rouahéy
WITNESS: $36, a year.
COUNSEL; Have you sincg srone ‘hack to ¥iscax?

vt

WITNES3g Last rmonth sir, I went back to court.

"COUNSELg  Tow distressing it i ht have been with you,“lid you visit your preises

that was destroyed, .

MITNESSs Yes sir, I went there I asked the police to carxy ric to sae ny place.

COU SEL: Under police protection you went to see your place, and jou saw ycur nlace.
Yes siz,.

COUNSELg What was its ccnditieon,

§ gavtsy bt

WITNESS ¢ .Everythinr burn flat, burn bed, sewins: n&chine,;!icrything, burn to the
Zround ,

COUNSEL; Alrisht now, let us rove down to the disturbances, now when first did it
daw? you that sorething was con'ng up in the nature of viclence.

v i’SS Well when the shooting took place at Buxton.

QQQEQEL; Was that on the Friday the 22nd May, when husbend and wife, two people were

shot?



COUNSEL¢

22,

What happened at Wisrar at that tine.

WITNZESS: Well, there was a ruzoftoines arcund that I, dian shoqting ne-rod, nnd

-they ~oing to revenge there,

COUNSEL:
WITNESS:

COUNSEL:

That was the Friday.

Yes.

Lets rove on to the Saturday, as a matter of fact any acts of viclence

happened on the Fricday that you kmow about,.

WITNESS¢
COUNSEL:
WITNESS:
COUNSELg
Saturday
WITNESS ¢
COUNSEL3
WITNESS ¢
COUNSEL:

WITNESS:

Friday night a holte in Silvettown was borbed,
Yes, anything else,
Yes, On Friday night the house was baubed end pscrle sot injured.

Now lets move on to Saturdayxgan you renerber anythinzg that heppened on

- 2 ' )
On Saturday whki%:dwmors were ~oing 2round that bad things will happen.
Was there any burning or beating on Saturday that you know of.

There was sore burning up the hill tops, ‘I saw the fires.

Now let us come to M nday mernins 25th What happened on the niorning,

-~

ol
I woke up and opened iy business-and started to sell and we saw people

) .
runaing on the street.

COUNSEL 2

Now you are emplcyed at Bauxite Copany, but on that day the 25th May, werec

you on the day shift or the nizht shift.

WITNESS®
COUNSEL: -
u
COUSELs
YITNESS)
COUNSELg
WITNESSs
COUNSEL;
WITNESS ;
JEL:

T3], e
WITNESS ;

flat. £

5 Q t~

T was on the'11'to 7 Shift.
So‘you yere home on the norningm,
Yes.
Nyw you opened your wusinsss up to what o'clock?
Around 8 a, 0,
And then around 8 a.:, what heppened.
Nearoes runnins andlooting in the rarket and beatins the Indians on the road.
Neiahbours ran into the store and told yﬁLtO ;gé{Qﬁb.
Yeé,
As a result of that infornation did you clese yvoly: store?
Risht mway,
And where did your wife and chuldren <.

1
I sen¥ then rirht away upstairs to o0 into the niddle room in the upper
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COUNSEL:  Well then after that what happcned.

WITNESS: I was ocutside watching out to see what would take place.

g

CCUNSEL: Did anything take place, = B2y

=

WITNESS: Yes sir, a large crowd cominss from the narket side comin: oy way to
Silvértgwn, area.

CCUNSEL; That is they were travellin; from Silvercity narket side to Silvertown.
WITNESS:_ Yes sir,

COUNREL ¢ Now can you come dovn there and look at thid rnap ana inggine as is you
are facing Georgetown, Wismar would be on that side, can you show on this map whikh
is Sllvertown,7 Silvertown is identlfled.é&rlcht cet back on the witness Dbox. Slrs,

<A, e’
sy “Whon ¥ ¥ ,
I wish to tender this map as exhibit #C* in the priceedinss. en you saw thi§ crowd

contins towards ycur side, what happened next,

WITNESSe They come risht in front of ny place eand shout >d "Edward Bisson we cone to
teke this pf\hf.ce"

COUNSELs ‘Néﬁ this crowd Bisson, was approxinately sbout heow imany perscns.

WITNE5S: About 80 persons, ¢

COUNSEL: Not a hundred,

WITNESS: Could be, because they were plenty.

COUMSEL: Now when they said Edward Bisson we cone.to take your place, what heppened
next,

HITNESS: Well I aoz éfraid, and I stood up to see what will take plece. zan
who wés iﬁ-front turned back and pointed rirht away into the husiness.
COUNSEL: Just.a ni?ute, Lixe a traffic inspector he turned and .ave the si mal that
Way, Fhat's to your buildins wricht?
WITNESS: Yes sir,
COUNSEL: And in obedience to this improvised trafficc inspector what happened?
;ﬂﬂﬂ§§§3 They were armed with sticks,stones bottles, end woodi.

) i
COUNSEL: Yes and when this sismal was wziven, what hnppened?
WITNESS: They started to pelt down the windows upstairs, with stones, bottles, =nd
sticks, '
COUNSEL:  Were the wondows destroyed.
WITNESS: Yes sir,
COUNSEL: Now just at this point while they were destrorin: your premises 4id ycu see

anybody. pass,
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WITNESS : Yes people were passin-.

COUNSEL:  Apart frorm.people did you see any police pass?
WITNESS: No police at thet tine.

CCUNSEL: Did the police come up 1later,

WITNESS: Yes sir.

E
COU*ISEL:  About how lons after.

WITNESS: About 4 to 5 rinutes after.
" -

COQUNSEL: While the crowd was there.

Ves the crowd was there,

A
f\((/.,.)
COUNSEL: The cerwd was still there pelting?

WITNESS: When thg_eolice crme the crowd dispérsed. They cane with a‘geep I saw

a policej::i;£$§{:;,Mr Hobbs, the superintendant incharge, and Seor-eant Chal.::rs, ;
and two other po%icemen.

COUNSELs But hg; rany in 2ll.

VITNESS: About 6,

CGUﬁSEL: Did the police coe into your pre:si.ses.

WITNESS: I sav the jeep coming and I'ran dtwnstairs to meet them. They said rood
mornin~ Mr Bissoon, end I said ~ood morning, I said look what happened to our ho'e
and they said let's 70 upstairs and see what happened and they went risht avay up-
stairs and saw the bottles and stones. ‘

CCUNS: L: Did you ask superjn‘endant Hobbs anything,.

, = . G

I“TI'I‘I\IESS' rn o, ‘ ! . . et g 1 .

Za205o0:  lle s4id he can't do it now because his hands mrc fied there is fires =11
Y

OISO, o = . 3
CCUNSSL: Did he say anything else to you. Did he suswest to you, teo reove to the

police station.
»

L 3
WITNESS: Ne, not at that ¥ine,

COUNSEL: Did he later sussested to you to go there? Did you see any police 22§T~

for the balance of the day on the road. .

v

CCUISEL: Did the crowd return te your store while the pol ‘cenian was there patrollin:.

WITND S: Yes sir, one police ran was left in front of iy shop patrolling.

WITNESS: -~ THG s$ir,
—

CGUSSEL? No=sdzag”
COUNSEL: Now while you were st your buildins <id vou see snv fires around?

L4

L e e e s AN PP T
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WITNESS:  1es sir, there were many fires all cn the hills &3 in Silvertown.
COUNSEL: ﬁow let us leave fires, did you see any beatin&s of Indians by Nerrc&.
WITNESS: Later on,
_ COUNSEL: WHen was that, what o'clock?

WiTNESS:i Around 12 to 1p,2e
COUNSEL: Oppasite your place,
WITNESS:; Yes sir, while people were on their way .ctin- away from their hoves to
go to the stetion, passins nmy shop, nesroes heatin; the Indians.
COUMSEL :  Apart fro: beatin~ did you see anythin~ else.
WITNESS -+ I saw they were takin: away their jgyels and cney they hod.
COUNSEL : This is of your own knowledre, not whot you heard.
WITNSSS ¢ No, I am talkins about what I saw,
COUNSEL; Did you see any rapina,
HQFNESS: No sir. ,
ICOU§$EL ¢ Did you see agnyone rurdered.
WITMBSS: Wo sir.
COUNZELs Did you see anvone sctting fire to-anybcdy's hcuse near to you.

. S Wl

. WITNESS: Well, I sece whilst hidin® in =y hcuse, ::en went in to the hctel, which is at

) 4 '
fhe back of nme, and started to break’ub and then I saw fire, startin @ te blaze.

()
COUNSEL: That was whose hotel?
VITNESS: Mr Hankis Khan,
— _

’

" Qoo €
CCINSEL  You saw Hakin's hotel and Saeeirire shop at the back of you, «o up into flanes

after these crowdg entered in the prerises,
WITNESS: Yeg, ,§'

A N

b

d Y » . . .
COUNSEL: Now after you saw Sarmshere's hoise and Ilakin's hotel hurain- did veu leave
you

your prenises, rather at this point did you s+ill have -rcur wife and children in the

« upper flat.

&« UYITHES3: No, I have three childrens\who are attendin : Mackenzic hi:h school, I sent
L
acrosg a -iessare and brousht then across, and then I spoke to the prlice on the road
kecpini quard , I asked hi: what would be cur i sition here today. He said he is

advising me to teke ry wife and children across to Mackenzie.

COUx3FL: And you did so.

HITNESS: I did so beeause they would have core in for injuriesa



26,

COUNSEL;, But you were left on the Wismar side?

WITNESSFi‘ Yes;

CCUNSEL:w Now let ué ~ove on after seeinz Hakir's hotel on fire did you leave yourw
prenises and #0 anywhere,

WITNESS: Nct yet.

CdUNSEL: When did you leave it,.

WITNE3® In fact they ccze over fros Hackin: and started to brezk oy back door.
COUNSEL ¢ Hew rany people were there.

WITNESS ;- -Three perscns ware there who I know by names and faces,

COUNSEL _: Can you nane those persons, .
LONOLL s

WITNESS * First one was Clifford Jchn, Leslie Cort, and Boogie Eoll@ét of the Sun-

] Cheprian Liaunch,
. do
COUNSEL: Now what did these three 4id” tc your back door.
WITNESS: They try to open the door, the door did not.open and they tock a rail =nd
started to punch the concrete bloekR andi:ake a bi# hole and then went in the lower
flat and. openedd the door. They then started to loot, a crowd ¢f persons went in
and started to loot.
.N
COUNSEL: Did Boogie =2nd two other jen assiste# in the lentin?
, YITNBSS: They are the first set that started to loct.
&
&

, o l
COUNSEL: After looting what éid- they doe
WITNESS: The police and the volunteers wore stending in front of ny housc.

- L W .

COUNSEL: Thc police and the vclunteer§wss standin:: in front of your building: while
people were looting at the back of your prenises.
WITNE3S: Yes sir,
COUNSEL; Did you speak to them,

YITNESS: No I was hidine, because the crowd was very bis,

e

CCOUNSEL; Where were you hiding,
NITNESS; In:%ég Franker's house. _ *
’ 2 2
4 e
£Xﬂﬂéﬁ£§ While this laotinz was ;oing%ﬁnggthe rolice on the road did you sce the

police =o0.anywhere,

- Sfy
i)
y

WITHESS: No sir, suddenly I saw two policenen running with a revolver,Polico Detéetive,,

; r ¥ O 2
Griffith, and Roberts:zhgy fired soe shots in +hefm;if, Detective Griffith said" Get
/ 9 B

., cut frow here leave everythin<s".
. B

Y 1
CCURSLL: Now, did the erowd reove?
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WITNESS: Those whe werc locting at the back ot eway, but the crowd was still f?
plenty in frent of the building.
COUNSEL ¢ Wege they looting in front.
WITNESS: No they were watchinz on.
COUNSEL:  Yes, what happened next,
WITNESS: And then I came out and met the pelice =nd they advised ve te 26 &y
the station, because thev cannot be in there all the time +t¢ watch ne, ond I asked
then if they can't tak; e to the station; and I asked the- for rrotecticn, they

said that they can't protect ¢ becausc they have to save lives,

E0UNSELt Now, at that time, did vycou see another policenan come up with a rifle
and said anything.
WITNESS: Yes sir, the peliceman said, they should have shot these peorle lons
B0,
COUNSEL: He was spenkins to the two detectives, Griffith and Rcherts who were there.
HITNESS: Yes sir.

2k
MR. CARTER: Just a slirht calriffication. Do I wndertand thesc people to be loot®wy—
or the Indians,.

WITNESS: The pecple that were looting.

COUNB EL: Well after this fair policeman, who canic in with the riffle and s

3

id this

3

-
to the two detectives. Did the datectives sav snythihgr.

-

WITNESS: Not' ing at all. &

CCUNSEL: Nothinz at all?
WITNESS: The police took Mr Defranker and his wife nnd carried then to the ferry-
hoat, and they went across to the plant.

COUNSEL: Yes,

WITNESS: And ryself, detective Roberts and detewtive Grif~ith stcod up in ny yard,
L]

and he said that I iust :'0 to the station, or s¢ cver to Mackenzie quickly.
COUNSEL: Did you ;0.
YITNESS: No, I said I would rather zo to the stationg I said I an not -oins alone,

because I an afraid to wslk con the rcad, bscause there were biz crowds standinc on the

roed,

. COUNSEL: Then, did they esccrted you?
»

YITNESS:  Yes, and they left ne at the staticnm,

COUNSELY  Did anythins happen at the station?

e sy AR AT AN A NN SN S LI AN N IAVIE 054 & ¢ = S e




28w

-

WITNESS = Yes sir, we were aff&idsto stand up there at the stetion.

]
0 1

: COﬁﬁSEL: Why?
MITNESS: Becagse the crowd wa; sa birr at the statiom.
COﬁNSEL; Lre you sayins that the negroes surrocunied the station.
WITNESS: They were movins andé so0me were conin~ and scie were Cninj and sone were
peBsing; at the back.
COUNS¥L; About how nmany people.
WITNESS; Around 40 to 50,
COUﬁ?Ei: At what part of .the station you were =t=2ndinz, at the tecp, botton, or where.
WITNESS : At the bottom in the yard.
COUNSEL ¢  When you arrived tﬁgre, can ycu say how rany East Indians were there?
WITNESS': About 400 East Indisns,
COUNéﬁﬂ:.tﬁhile vou were at the station, 400 of you, did you know that an ottenpt
%as riade even to bocb you all at the station -r interfere with you 211 at the staticn?
PR, I didn't see any person, but I Heard look out, lock cut, =and every-
body bawled,
COUNSEL; Stop, there, ;irst you hea;z(a noise, logk out, lcok out, wnile yon
were at the station and everybedv bawled. Now is it true at that ti~c when they
Sﬁid‘look out, look out, soieone fired a shot.
WITNESS: Yes sir, =n officer ‘of the voluntecr force who was werkin: at the Sincur
Corpany, .-
COUNSELe Where was he?
" ITTNESS3 He was at-the police conpund the staticn was uarded richt away rcund.
COUNSéL: How zany shops he fired? one load. #fter this officer fired one lesd
did you seo in w hat direction he fired this load.
WITNESS: He fired the lcad towards the nothern side of the sséhooigt~tion,
COUNSEL: Did vou s=espersons or crowd in the nothern side of the pelits stotion
is the direction of the school?
WITNESS: Yes plenty people novine. in that directien,

COUNS. Ly Did you gather from the crowd wkere aft:rwards, that this shot 4s-fired

; ¥ , .
either frozm the volunteers or the police or for that matter fron any source, while

you were standine there,.. Did wou #ather that en attenpt was beiny: i:ade to throw a

betb at, the stgtion, while you all were .there,

YITNESS: Thet is the sene tinme shey were tryin~ to bosb us at the stations

gLt i 2 O B T e e e i)
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cont'd 29.
COUNSEL: You know“what happened to that volunteer? who fired that shot.
WITNESS: Thé volunteer hes since left end is workin: in Gecrsetowm.
COUNSEL: I ~2: not &#alking about how Bissoon, I an tnlkins ~beout the very day as

soon the shot was fired. Yid the crowd iivfiilv,lunteig agzﬁ?iﬁi:
WITNESS ¢ I heard thec crowd said that heahas Yeft the district.
COUNSEL: Noﬁ, the chairman of your sroup,Mr Festus Adams, nade a statenent in
SN A
the neqspéper«four days later after wards he said these burninss, beatinss,
end rape, have been caused by strenwzers, I have core to the conslnsionms that
everything was done by strangerség} saw soite of the fellows iys.lf on Monday
5
and;l.hgyg'ncver seen then beforc in my life. .«
MR SHEPHERD; I suppose Mr Festus Adans would be called to sey in his gwn words.

COUNSEL: Oh yes, Mr Festgs Adams would be celled, “ust he calleds Do vou arree

with Mr Pestus adant's view?

’COUNSEL: Was it anythins donce by outsiders?

WITNESS: No sir, they had outsiders, but the majorit:r was fro Mackenzie,
COUNSELt Now, did you observe as anythikare while you were oins to the
station on the 25th sore well known-criniinsls in thc crowd.

WT NESS s T)eg had few of then I knows

COUNSEL: Were they tekina part in the disturbances?

o/
WITNESS: I.Bnottwo of ‘then who were stenin - dovn nv h@%éj£°~“ﬁ_\

- COUNSEL ¢ Those two were,

back I had to run to ny neishbour the Befranicers'

[ b

WITNESS : I don't know their nares, but I saw tho at Wisiar,
QL d‘\ d
COUNSEL: Now, tell ice @didd# you try to scck shelter, at sour nei:rhbour's

residence at eny stage durinz the M 'nday 25th.

WITNESS: When ny fanily left I w&ﬁ?ﬁlone5at hoae, and &ftecr the crowd care

J-Q }M(A

COUNSEL: ‘Werc they Portusuesc?
3

WITNESS: His wife is East Indien.

‘FLQ7 ¢
COUNEL: Thyoldidn"t, put you oufs’

WITNESS; ¢

i No sirg

: o N _
UNSEL: Now, tell ric Bissocn, while you were at your homc, on the road or at

the' police statiar, didlyog§qﬁe people with cens rovin: up =nd down Wismar,

’ | .—ddr'
cans that you ars fariliar—to seeQFaﬂolene or kercsenc igq——:;t;:;</
L8
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No sir.

)

uniaCCUﬁéEhé Wow did you he*r a rurcr at Wisrmar on the mornins of the 25th?
.Monday; That an ‘Bast Indian nan a bis nan kicked an 4African boy,

.WITNESS: I heard the story after I was in the beat, while I was coning

to Georgetovm, I heard the story occurred in a boat, bscause they werc

.~;beating the namn,

3

COUNSEL; Were there reny people with injurdes and actually blecding at

- the Decba trade schocl,

. WITNESS : No, the persons injured went to the hospital.

COUNSEL: Well you stayed at the Derba trade school for the nizht, until
next norning,%in1left fer Georivetovn by the Barima,

WITNESS: Yes sirs 5

COUN3EL: And since then you onlv wentback to the placi/ a :onth e-o.
T;.-'ITNE_SS: Yes sir,

MR C/RTEZR: Just cnc question, when you were at the trade school, did the
ccopany supply you with refreshrahd8?

W;TNESS: Yes sir,

MRS MOOTO0; So at that tire when Mr Hekin's housc was burnins~ abcout 8

voluntoers werclthereZ]&id thoy try to save the bwilding.

~

WITNESS: To,

. PRO?y DRAYTON: _ Jyst one thing Mre Bissoon, your insurance on your propey§§§
yoﬁ said is insured for how nuch?
WITNESS: Tye buildine carried $4,000, the stock carried 38,000,

4%
PROF, DRAYTON; Your cstiratedloss is $40,008, Why you didm’£1takc out rore
~ A

insurance,

!
WITNESSy Sire we didN& expect trouble to happen, we just ihke\Afhat to standy

by incase anythinﬁ should happen o u%) Because it is hard to kcop up.
4

PROP. DRAYTON: Were you there in 19637

'WITNESG:_ Yes sir!

'.PROF;.DRAYTON: m@&y didn't troubld your business.

 WITNESS: We had a slirht trouble because did hresk sorie of 1y windows =nd the
next rorning theys sdad that they don't know how this happened, sn? pronise that

it wouldn't happan adain

MR MACDON*ID: Now Mr Bissoon, you &t one tinc ssid th§at they were lootins at

i N A O NPT URS SR RN I R o e i



ck door. Were you at your ncl hbours r051dcnce9 And you coulé have

L } «;* o )

o

sccn thc éfowd lootln» pt thc chk and the seuurlty forces in frqntﬁ;kéuld
[ - -

1t havyg becn possible’ for the.nen standlnﬁ in front tc suc at the back?

) 4 T

WITNESS: No sir.

< CHLTRMAN: Now, Mr Bissoon, did mou do snythin-<,r therc were policemen in

-f_ fronf .of your buildiné,

w * .

',:,H;fy§§§;, No slr, the place was so hot that I couldn't cone cut. There

fr

were crowds all around
3 l=A
: CHAITMAN' B t at the tl‘C of lcoting, the policecmcn woro.fhere.
Vet
WITNESS: ©Police & not be there all the tine, anéd if I had reperted when

the police had left, theXcroumdwould have attacked ne.
COUNSEL : Prior to the 25th May do you kncw of a businessien whosc premiscs

had been looted, and he fired 2 shet injurin: té% DCTSONS o

WITNESS : Yes sir, that is just near to e.

COUNSEL : What is theyfhame?

WIT;ESS : Mr Scwnarine.

COUNSEL: And the lootins stopped, there werc no dcaths, but the lootine stop-
ped ?yt there were injuries in the faces of the looters,

WITNESS: Face and beck.

COUNSEL; Nt Bissomn can vou renerber in reletion tc Mey 25th; the day when

-

this'happoned how far back this shootins henpencd?

e

WITNESS:» That is last ycar durins the 80 days strikce.

. COUNSEL: Was Scwnarine burnt out this time?

WITNESS-: He sold cut bécause he cannct stay there.

COUNSEL: As a result of that shont;nﬁ he had o sell cut ~nd vacate BQ
Wisnnr. .;Vf

COUV ait 5 At this stage semberg of the comiission I wish to ask for =n

adjournnent.

ot b





